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Challenges 

1. Coordination among ECD stakeholders. 
2. Ethnic and disability inequities. 
3. Emergent ECD in the industrial zones. 
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General information about ECCD in Viet Nami ii iii 

In Viet Nam, the Ministry of Education and Training is the lead line 
ministry to coordinate all ECCD services. In implementation, public 
preschools for children 3-5 years old are linked to other service 
sectors, including health, nutrition, social protection. Child protection, 
for instance, has linkages with sectors of health, nutrition, and 
education. 
 
Early Learning Development Standards is available to children of age 
5 and over 95% of ECCE teachers are trained. There is also a 
concerted effort via a national ECCD project 2006-2015 to enhance 
support to disadvantaged children, including construction of 
kindergartens in difficult areas and ethnic-minority areas. 
 
Improvements in health and nutrition indicators have been made, 
including DPT3 vaccination coverage and stunting rates, through 
combined early nutrition supplementation and preschool multi-stage 
interventions. However, gaps remain as children are less likely to 
have birth registrations if they reside in remote mountainous areas. 
Children in rural areas also have higher under-5 mortality rates than 
those in urban areas.  

Priorities 

1. Coordination and integration among ECD stakeholders. 
2. Reduce ethnic, poverty and disability inequities. 

Key policies 

• Education Law 2005 
• Law on Protection, Care and Education for children 2004, 

Article 5 
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3. Emergent ECD in the industrial zones, especially for children below 

three years old. 

 

 

Ministry in charge 
 
Ministry of Labour, Invalids and Social Affairs (MOLISA) oversees the 
coordination of ECD programs across ministries.  
 
Other ministries implementing ECD include the Ministry of Education 
and Training (MOET), Ministry of Health, Committee for Population, 
Family and Children responsible for overall child-focused policy, and 
the Viet Nam Women’s Union which is responsible for parent 
education. 

For more information, please contact: ARNEC National Representative, Viet Nam 

Ms. Hanh Le Thi Bich       hanh.lethibich@plan-international.org  
Ms. Ly Tran Thi Kim       ly.ttk@vvob.be  

 
 www.arnec.net/country-pages/ 

 
Key data: A life cycle approach for ECCD 

Demographics 

Indicator Data Source (year) 

Total population (thousands) 92,701.10 
 

World Bank Open Data 

(2016iv) 

Rural population (%) 66 ARNEC Regional ECD Data 

Portal (2012v) 

Under-5 population (thousands) 7,761 UNICEF SWOC (2016vi) 

Population below the global poverty 

line of US $ 1.90/day (%) 

3 ARNEC Regional ECD Data 

Portal (2012) 

Noteworthy practicesviii 

1. Action research on mother-tongue based bilingual education 
(MTBBE) for ethnic minority children 
Noteworthy aspects: Implementation of MTBBE action 
research in provinces of Viet Nam with three ethnic minority 
languages. This approach helps ethnic minority children 
overcome the language barrier by enabling them to first read 
and write in their mother tongue before learning 
Vietnamese. 
Achievements: Students are expected to develop bilingualism 
and bi-literacy by the end of Grade 5 while meeting 
standards of the national curriculum. 

 
2. Parenting education through Community Learning Centres 

(CLCs) 

mailto:hanh.lethibich@plan-international.org
mailto:ly.ttk@vvob.be
http://www.arnec.net/country-pages/
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Population growth rate (annual %) 1.3 UNICEF SWOC (2016) 

Total fertility rate (births per women) 2 UNICEF SWOC (2016) 

 

Prenatal 

Indicator Data Source (year) 

Annual number of births (thousands) 1,582 UNICEF SWOC (2016) 

Birth registration (%) 96 UNICEF SWOC (2016) 

Maternal mortality ratio (per 100,000 

live births) 

67 UNICEF SWOC (2016) 

 

Birth to 5 years 

Indicator Data Source (year) 

Infant mortality rate (deaths per 

1,000 live births) 

17 UNICEF SWOC (2016) 

Exclusive breastfeeding under-6 

months (%) 

24 UNICEF SWOC (2016) 

Under-5 stunting prevalence 

(moderate and severe) (%) 

25 UNICEF SWOC (2016) 

Under-5 mortality rate (deaths per 

1,000 live births) 

22 UNICEF SWOC (2016) 

Noteworthy aspects: An approach to reach disadvantaged and 
vulnerable groups of young children by enhancing 
communities’ capacity to promote comprehensive ECCE. 
Achievements: Improving knowledge and skills of parents 
and caregivers through guides and handbooks raising 
awareness of communities and policymakers on the 
importance of ECCD. 

 
3. Pilot project to impact ethnic poor in remote communities 

Noteworthy practices: Project focuses on 3 poorest provinces 
in Viet Nam in which 90% of the population was socially and 
economically disadvantaged ethnic minorities. Project 
prioritizes expansion of supply and demand for preschool 
education and services for ethnic poor in rural Viet Nam. 
Achievements: Since 2009, the government has universalized 
preschool education for all children aged 5. In addition to 
behavior change in policy and decision makers, the project 
changed mindsets and practices of villagers through 
awareness-raising on ECCD’s importance. 
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DTP3 national immunization coverage 

(%)  

96 UNICEF SWOC (2016) 

Violent discipline (Children aged 1-14 

exposed to violent disciplinary 

methods during the last month) (%) 

68 UNICEF SWOC (2016) 

 

School readiness 

Indicator Data Source (year) 

Early Childhood Development Index 

or ECDI (%) 

N/A N/A 

Father’s support for learning (%) 15 UNICEF SWOC (2016) 

Availability of children’s books (%) 26 UNICEF SWOC (2016) 

Gross enrollment ratio or GER in pre-

primary (%) 

83.13 UIS (2015vii) 

Gender parity index of GER; F/M (%) 0.98 UIS (2015) 

Children entering Grade 1 with ECD 

experience (%) 

N/A N/A 

Gender parity index of children with 

ECD experience; F/M (%) 

N/A N/A 

Grade 1 repetition rate (%) 2.69 UIS (2014) 

 

Testimonies 

“Education is one of the three breakthroughs to socio-economic development and national construction. Therefore, what is best must be for education, 
since lack of knowledge cannot eliminate poverty, enrich the country, and ensure a quick and sustainable development.” – Former Prime Minister 
Nguyen Tan Dung, Former Prime Minister 
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“Good early childhood education lays foundation for good overall education; therefore, schools and society need to closely work together, so that children 
can benefit from an efficient and high-quality education system.” – Nguyen Thi Ngia, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Education and Training MOET 

 
 

i ARNEC. Asia Pacific Regional ECD data portal: Enabling environments. 
ii UNESCO. (2017). ECCE country profiles.  
iii UNESCO. (2016). New Horizons: A review of early childhood care and education in Asia and the Pacific 
iv World Bank Group. (2016). World Bank Open Data. (Accessed 17 January 2018) 
v ARNEC. Asia Pacific Regional ECD data portal. (Accessed 17 January 2018). 
vi UNICEF. (2016). The State of the World’s Children 2017 Statistical Table. 
vii UNESCO Institute for Statistics (UIS). (2018). Education dataset. (Accessed 17 January 2018). 
viii SEAMEO INNOTECH. Regional consultation forum on early learning frameworks, policies and programmes: A completion report 

                                                           

http://www.devinfo.org/data-dashboards/arnec/arnec
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/education/themes/strengthening-education-systems/early-childhood/resources/ecce-country-profiles/
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0024/002457/245728E.pdf
https://data.worldbank.org/
http://www.devinfo.org/data-dashboards/arnec/arnec
https://data.unicef.org/resources/state-worlds-children-2017-statistical-tables/
http://data.uis.unesco.org/Index.aspx?queryid=120
http://www.seameo-innotech.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/PolRes_Regional-Consultation-Forum-On_Early-Learning-Frameworks-Policies-And-Programs.pdf

